
Table 1: An analysis of some the multi-agency responses to enhance Kenya’s cash transfer efforts 

 Organization  Details of target group  Target numbers  Budget 

allocated 

   

Amount 

disbursed  

Mode of 

payment  

1 The World 

Food 

Programme 

• Six-month funding to support food 

security and expand cash transfers to 

Nairobi informal settlements & Jua Kali 

associations from July to December 

2020. 

• Provision of nutrition support to children 

under 5 years, breastfeeding mothers & 

elderly people in informal urban 

settlements. 

• 279,000 beneficiaries @ KShs. 

4,000 (US$40) per month for a 

period of 3 months.  

• 16,000, children, 700 pregnant 

mothers and 6,800 elderly 

persons 

• KShs. 8.34 

billion 

Design and 

targeting by 

multi-agency 

ongoing 

M-Pesa & 

Inua Jamii 

payment 

systems 

2 UNICEF • A 6-months cash transfers to families 

receiving children released from 

residential children institutions i.e. 

Statutory Children Institutions (SCI) and 

Charitable Children Institutions (CCI)  

• An additional support to the existing 

cash transfers under Inua Jamii 

programme with a cash transfer top-up 

as part of the Joint devolution 

programme targeting most vulnerable 

in Garissa, Kajiado, Kilifi, Kakamega 

and Migori  

• 3,000 families in 4 counties for 

a period of 6 months. 

• 5,800 Inua Jamii households 

with children < the age of 10 

years. KShs.  2,000 for a period 

of two months (Aug-Sept) 

• KShs. 

39.6m 

($396,000

) 

• KShs. 

232m 

• Nil-ongoing 

modalities 

• KShs. 230m  

  

M-Pesa & 

Inua Jamii 

payment 

systems 

 

  

3 Oxfam Kenya 

among other 

NGOs and 

partners such 

as Red Cross, 

Concern 

Worldwide & 

ACTED 

• Nairobi urban settlers 

• Mombasa & Nbi sexual abuse women 

& girls  

• Existing Inua Jamii recipients. 

 

 

• 80,000 recipients to received 

between  KShs. 5,142 to 8,700 

per month for 6 months, 

another 40,000 recipients at 

risk of sexual-gender-based 

violence  

• € 5m 

from EU 

• KShs. 

310m ($ 

3.1m) 

from 

Royal 

Danish 

Embassy  

Ongoing 

process  

M-Pesa 

 

 

 

4 Shikilia 

coalition 

including Give 

Directly, FSD 

Kenya & 

others 

• Nairobi urban settlers-Kibera, 

Kawangare, Mathare.  

• Targeting made possible through the 

support of various community-based 

organisations such as Food for 

Education, Shining Hope for 

Communities (SHOFCO), Ghetto 

200,000 recipients @ KSh 3,000 pm 

for 3 months 

 

 

KShs. 500m • KShs, 320m 

($3.2m) 

since 

disbursed 

another  

• KShs 100m 

($1m) to be 

disbursed 

M-Pesa  

https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-supplements-government-support-poor-families-kenya-hit-covid-19
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-supplements-government-support-poor-families-kenya-hit-covid-19
https://www.wfp.org/news/wfp-supplements-government-support-poor-families-kenya-hit-covid-19
https://kenya.oxfam.org/latest/press-release/denmark-providing-dkk-20-million-cash-transfers-food-insecure-families-and-sgbv
https://shikilia.com/
https://www.givedirectly.org/
https://www.givedirectly.org/


 Organization  Details of target group  Target numbers  Budget 

allocated 
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Mode of 
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Foundation, Hope Worldwide Kenya, 

and Beacon of Hope.  

next 3 

months  

5 GoK COVID-19 

emergency 

response fund 

board. 

 

 

Nairobi’s most vulnerable communities & 

hotspot towns. 

Not available- but Khs 2000 

weekly by M-Pesa  

KShs. 500m 

out of the 

total 2.8 

billion  

Ongoing 

process  

 

M-Pesa  

6 GoK 

additional 

cash transfers 

 

Expansion of the existing cash transfer 

programmes, across the country 

onboarding and payments of new 

recipients under this initiative, are ongoing 

expected to end by October 2020 

669,000 households across the 

country to be paid KShs 1,000 

weekly 

KShs. 10 

billion 

($100m) 

341,958 

households 

M-Pesa 

7 GoK Kazi 

Mtaani 

 

Public works programme across the 

country aimed at engaging youth in 

restoring public hygiene standards and 

urban civil works and providing them with 

cash relief 

200,000 youth in 23 informal 

settlements among them; 

Mathare, Mukuru and Kibera 

KShs.10 billion  Ongoing with  a 

pilot of 26,000 

youth in Nairobi 

informal 

settlements  

M-Pesa 

8 GoK Inua Jamii  Across the country 1.1m  beneficiaries paid, KShs 

4,000 ($40) every two months  

KShs. 13 

billion  

KShs.13 billion Inua Jamii 

payment 

system- 

bank 

accounts 

       

 

https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/news/covid-19-billions-jane-karuku-private-sector-spent-1444316
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/news/covid-19-billions-jane-karuku-private-sector-spent-1444316
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/news/covid-19-billions-jane-karuku-private-sector-spent-1444316
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/news/covid-19-billions-jane-karuku-private-sector-spent-1444316
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/news/uhuru-s-speech-in-full-as-more-covid-19-measures-announced-281796
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/news/uhuru-s-speech-in-full-as-more-covid-19-measures-announced-281796
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/news/uhuru-s-speech-in-full-as-more-covid-19-measures-announced-281796
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/economy/State-free-Sh1000-weekly-MPesa-transfer-October/3946234-5608238-vvoe69z/index.html#:~:text=FILE%20PHOTO%20%7C%20NMG-,The%20government%20will%20in%20October%20stop%20free%20weekly%20cash%20transfers,safeguards%20to%20the%20vulnerable%20groups
https://www.health.go.ke/president-uhuru-announce-31-new-cases-of-covid-19-unveils-an-8-economic-stimulus-programme-to-stimulate-growth-nairobi-saturday-may-23-2020/
https://www.health.go.ke/president-uhuru-announce-31-new-cases-of-covid-19-unveils-an-8-economic-stimulus-programme-to-stimulate-growth-nairobi-saturday-may-23-2020/

